VACATION RENTAL ACCOMMODATION IN OCEAN VIEW, HAWAI'I

By Ann Bosted

These are explanatory notes for the spreadsheet listing available properties in Ocean View for the Symposium on Vulcanspeleology in Feb, 2016.  The symposium begins with talks on the afternoon of Saturday Feb. 6 and ends with a party on the evening of Friday Feb. 12.  There is an optional all-day field trip in a bus on Saturday Feb. 13 for an additional cost.

This spreadsheet was created in Microsoft Excel X for Mac.  Excel will allow you to quickly sort the data.  Excel can rank properties by the cost per guest per week, by the size of the party and also by the elevation of the property.  The idea is that you sort the listings by your priorities in order to create a short list of properties that suit you.

EXPLANATION OF SPREADSHEET HEADINGS

NAME - this is the name of the listing.  You can find it by going to the VRBO website (if it has a VRBO ref. #), or on the Airbnb web site if there is a "yes" in that column.  You can also find the listing by googling the exact title along with other key words on the line (like VRBO,  airbnb, ref. number, or names of owners).

DESCRIPTION

This is taken from the listing.  Hopefully there are no errors, but please check carefully.

NO. OF GUESTS

On some properties this is somewhat flexible.  I have gone with the obvious, but where more guests can be added to reduce the price per person, I have listed a more budget-friendly alternative as a "B" and highlighted in yellow.  7 properties are listed with alternatives.  This column can be a useful tool in sorting properties.  If you are in a group of, say, 2, you can sort this column and delete all listings not for 2.  You can then go through them and decide if they are intended for 2 singles or a couple, again deleting those not applicable.

US $ COST FOR 1 WEEK

This is the basic rental price, per listing.  Some listings offer a weekly rate, others I multiplied the daily rate by 7.  Please check my math.  These prices may change.

US $ CLEAN FEE

Charged by the owner for cleaning the property after you leave.  This is a one time charge.  If you stay for more days or weeks, this will not increase.  These fees may change.

US $ 13.4% TAX

Excel calculated the tax on the rental and cleaning fee.  This does not always agree with the listing.  I put this in to help compare one property with another.  You must pay what the web site quotes, or what the owner calculates.  Airbnb usually includes tax in the rent quoted.  This is not exact.  It is just meant as a guide.  If they charge you less tax than this spreadsheet shows, just smile and pay it!

PER GUEST PER WEEK

The spreadsheet totaled the rent, cleaning fee and tax and then divided by the number of 

guests.  Again, check the math and check the other figures are OK.  This column provides useful data for sorting.  If you ask the program to sort from high to low, the properties will be listed in order of expensiveness.  The most expensive property is $396.90 per person for the week and the cheapest is $150.00 per person for 2 singles sharing a 2-bed cabin off the grid.

Note:  I have not included a refundable security deposit on this spreadsheet, since it is refundable and not a cost.  Make sure you don't break things or loose things and you should get it all back.

SLEEPING OPTIONS,  OTHER NOTES

Here I have made suggestions on how many people can sleep on the property either as couples or singles, according to my understanding of the beds available.  Check my assumptions carefully.  I tried to not have too many cavers share a bathroom even when the listing offered non-standard beds.  I added other things of note in this column.

AIRBNB

A "yes" in this column indicates that the property is listed on the airbnb web site.  Sometimes it is hard to find a particular property once you are in the web site.  Again, I suggest using Google with lots of key words and numbers and names that I have provided.  

Before you can stay at an airbnb listing you have to join.  You need to create a profile about yourself.  The "hosts" have the right to refuse you if they want to.  I have never joined - I am just going by what others who have joined told me.  If you do join, and you stay with an airbnb host in OV, you then have a track record and should find it easier to stay at other airbnb properties in the future.

Properties that are not listed on Airbnb or VRBO have web addresses starting in this column.  Craigslist is a way of advertising.  You will not find reviews on CL.

VRBO REFERENCE NUMBER

This is a way of confirming that you have reached the correct property.  It can also be used in Google searches with other key words.  VRBO stands for Vacation Rental By Owner.

DATE JOINED VRBO

Lets you know how long the property owners have been in business.

US PHONE NUMBER OR OTHER

The area code and number you must dial in the US.  Where I don't have phone numbers I have listed the names of the hosts.  Hawaii numbers start 808 - the others are on the mainland.

ALTITUDE IN FEET

This can be a useful way of sorting properties.  The ones down low will be warmer and ones up high colder.  At 600' you can wear T-shirt and shorts.  At 5,000' you will be wearing a sweater and likely a jacket.  If you feel temperature or altitude are an issue for you, you can sort data in this column after you have sorted on no. of guests.

LOCATION

If you want to go on Google Earth and check the location, this is a guide.

NOTES ON SOME PROPERTIES

4.  Gluten Free House.  This is a Bead and Breakfast (B&B).  Sandra Stovall can offer vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free food to guests in the Aloha suite.  She also owns the Pineapple and the Starfish, but these are not connected to the B&B.  There you have your own kitchen to prepare your food. 

6.  The Starfish is being completed so is not listed yet.  E-mail Sandra at 

theglutenfreehouse@sbcglobal.net

It will look like the starfish and the seahorse.  The seahorse will be unavailable in Feb.

7.  The owner, Gabriella, lives on the property and speaks German

12.  The owner speaks Spanish

13.  This is owned by Chris Yaeger who advertises on Craigslist.  We know him.

14  The Koa Room is not yet on airbnb.  It is a very high-end, beautifully built and crafted bedroom with bathroom, and it is furnished very tastefully.  It is on a 7-acre spread along with no. 26, 27,  29 & 35.  All the properties are up at 5,000', but they are NOT off the grid.  The listing for The Cottage (no. 35) on airbnb shows some photos of the grounds - lawn, rose garden, waterfalls, outdoor cooking area and a multitude of seating areas.  Very Zen!!  All the homes and vehicles on the property COULD be taken by one group of 5 couples or 3 couples and 2 singles.  They could have breakfast in the kitchen in the Cottage (#35) .  If you are interested in staying on this property, please contact Turia and Gulam by calling (808) 936-0879 or e-mail Turia at

TuriaClairvoyant@gmail.com

Turia and Gulam are reducing their normal rental price for symposium folk.  If you book on the airbnb site, you will not get the lower price.

15.  This is in the same house as # 30.  A large group of 6 or 7 or 8 could take both levels.

16, 17, 18  These are rooms in a Bed & Breakfast, so breakfast is supplied.  Look at the web site and also google TripAdvisor for reviews.  The owner is a ham radio buff.

19.  Not sure where this is, but the owner claims to speak French & Spanish.

24.  This is on CraigsList.  Wanda needs a refundable $100 cleaning deposit.  This property is off grid, which means you may not get electricity after dark, and may have to use kerosene lights or your caving lights.  You can call her at (808) 929-9139 or e-mail at

wandaaus@gmail.com

25.  This is the only property NOT in Ocean View.  It seemed interesting so I added it.

26 & 27.  These vehicles are large vans that have been nicely fitted out with double beds and small closets.  Each could sleep a couple or a single.  You need to walk to the bathroom, which is very nice and clean and has hot showers.  It is up at 5,000 so bring your winter clothes for night time.  For more on the property, see note for # 14.

28.  This is owned by Melanie who speaks Dutch, German and French.

29.  The Round Room is not on Airbnb yet.  See note for # 14.

34, 36, 37 are all up high and off the grid, which may mean no power after dark.  Use your caving light.  Bring winter clothes.

39  The owner speaks Italian.

ABOUT PHOTOS OF PROPERTIES ON WEB SITES

Photos and reviews can be very helpful in deciding where to stay.  However, many properties also include photos of the area - like beaches, whales, turtles, sunsets, volcanoes, wildlife etc.  Obviously photos of the area apply equally to ALL vacation rentals in Ocean View, though you can often spot whales "blowing" from properties around 1,000', but not higher ones.  No single property has exclusive rights to a beach or a bird.  Concentrate on photos of the house, grounds, rooms etc.  Many of the owners include long descriptions of the area and suggest things to do.  Again, those descriptions apply to all of Ocean View.  Owners who suggest using the bus are optimistic.

CAMPGROUND

A campground owned and developed by German caver and scientist, Andreas Pflitsch, is available for 9 symposium folk to camp in 3 large yurts.  It is down at a warm 1,000 feet and is convenient to all symposium activities.  There is an outdoor kitchen, two outdoor showers, a pit toilet, picnic tables under a shelter, running water, a fire place, BBQ, parking etc.  It is off the grid, but they have a solar-powered fridge, solar-powered freezer and nice solar-powered lights for illumination and ambiance.  

Breakfast is offered to all campers and is included in the charge for the symposium week.  You can expect cooked eggs, homemade German bread and all the trimmings.  If you want to camp, you must go to the symposium web site and pay when you register.  Andreas usually has 20 students camp in the 4 yurts, but since cavers need more space for gear, etc., we are limiting the camping to 9 people - first come, first served.  Andreas and two colleagues will be staying in small "horse boxes" on the property.  You will need to bring a sleeping bag and pad.  The charge for camping on the property is $150.00 for the week of the symposium.  There is a cave entrance on the property.  

ENOUGH BEDS?

YES, plenty - now.  If I total the least crowded possibilities (I omit the options shaded 

yellow), then we have 105 places for people to sleep in Vacation Rentals, plus 9 places in the campground.  The symposium registration is limited to 80, and of those I estimate about 20 already have places to stay - homes, guest bedrooms etc.  That means 105 places for 60 people.  A good situation, at present.  But I have no idea how many non-caving spouses and other companions will be needing accommodation.  Also, other members of the public will start making reservations for their vacations, so that number will slowly drop.  It is likely that people who leave things to the last minute will be disappointed.  Please don't wait.  The sooner you start looking the greater your choice will be.  If you are planning to share a car, it makes sense to also share a home or get places on the same property.  

LET EXCEL DO THE SORTING

I have spent many hours making the spreadsheet so that you can sort columns by your top priorities (price, number in party, elevation).  Hopefully this will save time and get you to a good property easily.  If you don't know how Excel works, ask around for help.  Lots of people use it.  If you are really stuck, e-mail me the size if your party, the elevation you want, and your budget and I will sort for you and send back a short list.  You must make your own reservation.

STEP 1.  I suggest you start with the number in your party.  Highlight all the rows in the spreadsheet and then choose "data sort" from the menu and choose the column marked number of guests.  When the rows are sorted, you will find that singles and couples will be one end of the column and largest parties the other end.  You can quickly delete rows of properties for parties that are bigger or smaller than yours.

STEP 2.  You can then decide which is more important for you - cost or altitude/temperature.  Choose one of them.  Again highlight the rows that were not deleted in step 1 and then have excel rank the column of primary importance.   Delete the rows that are outside your desired cost or altitude.  

STEP 3.  Choose the column of secondary importance and repeat step 2 to rank the data in that one.  

You will now have a short list.  You can print it out, if you wish.

Go to the appropriate web site or use google to locate the properties.  First check on whether the property is available for the dates you want.  (If you want to join in pre- and/or post-symposium activities, we suggest you stay in the OV area, but it is not mandatory).  

If it is available, please carefully evaluate all information, including the fine print, reviews, photos etc. before making your final selection.  There is a lot of information on the airbnb and VRBO sites - like the cancellation policy, check in and check out times and your responsibilities.  After taking all into account, pick a property that appeals to you and make a reservation.  You MUST check my numbers and information on the spread sheet.  Errors sometimes creep in.  Go with info. on the site.  I find VRBO a bit easier to use than airbnb.  If you have questions, please contact the owners.  I only compiled the spreadsheet from info. on the web.  The exception is info. from Turia and Gulam who are offering symposium folk a better deal than is advertised on airbnb.  You must contact Turia directly to get it.  See note 14 above.

PERSONAL CONTACTS

I am acquainted with owners of 1, 3, 8, 13, 22, & 41, plus the couple that own 14, 26, 27, 29 & 35.   Organizers Ric and Rose know the owner of # 2 and likely lots more.   I have spoken to the owners of 4-6, 7, 15, 24 & 28, so they know about the symposium.

HOW LONG SHOULD YOU STAY IN OCEAN VIEW?

If you plan to arrive well before the symposium and/or stay after, you may want to spend some of that time in OV.  I think you will find it a lot easier on your budget than staying in the cities or resorts.  We are an hour's drive from Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, about 1.25 hours from both Kona and Hilo.  You can get to beaches in about 40 minutes.  Hopefully there will be interest in pre- and post-symposium trips to interesting places.  If we are all in one place it will be easier to meet and share cars and travel in convoys.  So think about that when deciding how long to reserve the vacation rental.  

PLEASE COMMUNICATE

Once you have made a reservation, please e-mail us to let us know.  Also let us know when your flights arrive and depart.  We'd also like to know if you are sharing a car.  Please use IVS17HI@gmail.com 

Peter will be keeping track of who is staying where, who is sharing a car with whom, when people are arriving etc. and he will post the info. on the symposium web site.  If you reserve a space that is too big for you and you want a couple or a single to share, please e-mail us and Peter can post a notice on the web site.  Please indicate the property you have chosen - give us the number and name - and exactly how many people you need and what the cost will be for people coming in and what dates you have reserved.

We would also like to know if you are interested in joining organized pre- and post- trips.  These could be hiking, snorkeling, boat trips, sight-seeing, caving, cave mapping etc.

If you have any questions, e-mail me at bosted@earthlink.net or call 808-315-2196

GOOD LUCK!!

