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Abstract

This presentation will highlight some of the cave discoveries on theisland of Maui. Haleakala Volcano is home to
several lava caves that the Maui Cave Project has been exploring since 1998. The last eruption is thought to have
been in the 17th century along the SW rift zone down along the south coast. Haleakalais a massive shield volcano
3055 meters high known as "house of the sun". From the summit one looks down into a large crater some 12 km
across, 3 km wide, and nearly 800 meters deep. Down on the floor of this crater project cavers mapped Long Cave
arelative young cave in a 1000 year old flow Near Hana along the East Rift zone is Kaeleku Caverns that is found
in a1500 year old flow and is Maui longest cave at 3 kilometers. The oldest caves that have been mapped are located
on the dry south slopes of Haleakala. Pahihi Gulch Cave is thought to be the oldest at 750,000 years, while
Kahawaihapapa Cave down on this barren coast is in a 140,000 year old flow. Some of the largest cave passages
found on theisland is along SW rift zone as seen in Mahiehie Cave. These are just some of the discoveries that the
Maui Cave Project have made. The goal of this project is to establish an island-wide cave survey to catalogue,
inventory data, as well asto protect the resources for further exploration and research on the island of Maui.

AU|

CAVE PROJECT

HAWAII SPELEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Pa’akea Guich

Cave Ka'eleku

Caverns

Cave

,/\ Gardenland
® -— — Cave
Haleakala N.P.—\

\J‘A\‘ v

Red Hill

10,023 ft.

Molokini Island 3054 m

v

* Pahihi Gulch Cave
Mahiehie Cave Kahawaihapapa Cave
0 5 10 MILES x
0 5 10 15KMS B e~ D ‘ J
Mahiehie Cave has some of the largest cave passag
Index map of the surveyed caves on the island of Maui known on theisland. Photo by R. Ratkowski.

Seconary mineral govvth on thewalls and ceilig in ong Intherain forest near Hana is the Ape’ Entrance to
Cave on the crater floor of Haleakala. Photo by B. Szukal ski Ka’'eleku Caverns. Photo by D. Bunnell



